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https://www.stedmunds.org.uk/about-us/policies-inspection-reports/
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Children being absent from education for prolonged periods and/or on repeat occasions can 

act as a vital warning sign to a range of safeguarding issues including neglect, child sexual and 

child criminal exploitation - particularly county lines. It is important the school or college’s 

response to persistently absent pupils and children missing education supports identifying 

such abuse, and in the case of absent pupils, helps prevent the risk of them becoming a child 

missing education in the future. This includes when problems are first emerging but also 

where children are already known to local authority children’s social care and need a social 

worker (such as a child who is a child in need or who has a child protection plan, or is a looked 

after child), where being absent from education may increase known safeguarding risks within 

the family or in the community

Guidance on school attendance https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-

together-to-improve-school-attendance including information on how schools should work 

with local authority children’s services where school absence indicates safeguarding concerns. 

Information regarding schools’ duties regarding children missing education, including 

information schools must provide to the local authority when removing a child from the school 

roll at standard and non-standard transition points, can be found in the statutory guidance: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-missing-education 

 

Further information for colleges providing education for a child of compulsory school age can 

be found in: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/full-time-enrolment-of-14-to-16-

year-olds-in-further-education-and-sixth-form-colleges 

 

General information and advice for schools and colleges can be found in the Government’s 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/missing-children-and-adults-strategy 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-improve-school-attendance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-improve-school-attendance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-missing-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/full-time-enrolment-of-14-to-16-year-olds-in-further-education-and-sixth-form-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/full-time-enrolment-of-14-to-16-year-olds-in-further-education-and-sixth-form-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/missing-children-and-adults-strategy
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https://www.kelsi.org.uk/pru-inclusion-and-attendance-service-pias/children-missing-education
https://www.kelsi.org.uk/pru-inclusion-and-attendance-service-pias/children-missing-education
https://www.kelsi.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/62385/CME-referral-guide.pdf
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“Children being absent from education for prolonged periods and/or on repeat occasions can act as a 

vital warning sign to a range of safeguarding issues including neglect, child sexual and child criminal 

exploitation - particularly county lines.”

 

 

 

https://www.kelsi.org.uk/pru-inclusion-and-attendance-service-pias/access-to-the-service
https://www.kelsi.org.uk/pru-inclusion-and-attendance-service-pias/access-to-the-service
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mailto:EYPSsystems@kent.gov.uk
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https://www.kelsi.org.uk/pru-inclusion-and-attendance-service-pias/access-to-the-service
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-attendance
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mailto:attendance@stedmunds.org.uk
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